
Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5 May 2021 (by video conference)  

Present:  Councillors Mr D Shaw, Mr A Beal, Mr J Wilson, Ms J Mallinson and Mrs S Stirke.  

Clerk: Mr C McGee.  

Present: Myra Shield, District Cllr Mr M Barningham and one member of the public.  

Apologies for Absence: District Cllrs Mr C Les and Mr J Noone.  
 

1.0 Chairman’s report 
Councillor Shaw, the retiring Chairman, highlighted some of the main points in his report on 2020/21 which 
had been circulated previously (see Appendix A).     
2.0 Election of Chairman and Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
Councillor Shaw, the retiring Chairman, vacated the position of Chair and the Clerk requested nominations for 
the ensuing year. Cllr Shaw was proposed and seconded and all were in favour. Cllr Shaw accepted the 
position and the Clerk read out the terms of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. Cllr Shaw accepted the 
office on these terms as witnessed by the meeting.  
3.0 Election of Vice-Chairman and Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
Cllr Neale was proposed and seconded and all were in favour. Cllr Neale accepted the position and the terms 
of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. Cllr Neal accepted the office on these terms as witnessed by the 
meeting.  
4.0 Selection of Representatives For: 

 Yorkshire Local Councils Association – Councillor Beal agreed to continue to represent the Council. 
 Crakehall Village Hall Management Committee –Councillor Neale agreed to continue to act as the 

Council’s representative. 
 Rector and Four and Twenty of Bedale –Councillors Shaw and Neale agreed to continue to represent   
     the Council.   

5.0 Cemetery Report 
  Myra Shield reported that there had only been two burials inn the last year but that a further two were 

scheduled for the coming week. Forty-three plots have been paid for in advance but plenty of space remains.  
6.0 To consider appointing lead members for various responsibilities across the parish 

 Lead members were appointed for the following responsibilities:  
 Road Safety – Cllr Shaw 
 Grass Cutting and Trees – Cllr Mallinson 
 Village Maintenance – Cllr Mallinson (Crakehall) / Cllr Stirke (Langthorne)  
 Cemetery – Cllr Wilson   
 Playgrounds – Cllr Beal  
 Footpaths – Cllr Stirke 
 Social Media – Cllr Mallinson  

7.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting held on 20 May 2020 
The minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on 20 May 2020 were approved by Councillors and signed by 
the Clerk on behalf of the Chairman. 
8.0 Any Other Business  

 There was no other business. 
 
Signed: C J McGee        Date: May 2021 
 

Minutes drafted by the Clerk and subject to the approval of the council  

at its next annual meeting. 

Chris McGee, Clerk to the Council, Mangold Garth, Langthorne, Bedale, North Yorkshire, DL81PQ 
Tel: 07803 7662288 



Appendix A 
CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT – MAY 2021 

 
Following Government guidelines introduced in March 2020, for the first and hopefully the last time, the 2020 / 
2021 session of the Parish Council was conducted entirely via video conferencing. Parishioners were invited to 
attend these video conferences via links provided by the Parish Clerk. These emergency measures are scheduled 
to expire on 6 May 2021 and in order to make the arrangements permanent, the government’s current position is 
that this would require primary legislation. As this legislation is unlikely to be in place in time for the start of May 
and therefore the meeting scheduled for 19 May 2021 would need to be held in person and open to the public. 
Under the current Stage Two of the Lockdown Exit Plan the rule of six or two households indoors applies but the 
council with six members, a clerk and an unknown number of members of the public seem to be expected to 
meet in person. As councillors were not comfortable with recommencing public meetings at this time, the Parish 
Council decided to hold the next meeting of the Parish Council, the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Council 
meeting remotely on Wednesday 5 May 2021 whilst it is still legal to do so. All being well, by July 2021 all 
restrictions will have been lifted and the council can return to meetings in person.  
 
During this period of remote meeting, the Parish Council endeavoured to communicate with parishioners via a 
Newsletter published on www.crakehall.org.uk and posted on the village noticeboards, posts on the All Crakehall 
Great and Small Facebook Page, PC meeting Minutes posted on the village noticeboards and if requested 
Parishioners could receive both the Newsletter and minutes via email from the Parish Clerk. Unfortunately, due to 
the COVID-19 restrictions the Newsletter was not distributed by hand to all households as has previously been the 
case. We hope to resume this practice as soon as possible.  
 
Following is a brief summary of some of the things that the Parish Council has dealt with over the last year to try 
and improve the lives of the communities it serves:  
 
• Perhaps the most conspicuous problem in the village is the damage to the railings outside St. Edmunds. In 
August 2020, another fence by the beck in Little Crakehall was damaged by a fallen tree and inspection of the 
fence at the end of Mastil Lane showed that it requires repair/replacement. Unfortunately, all these fences are 
the responsibility of North Yorkshire County Council. We have contacted NYCC on a monthly basis requesting 
action and we have also requested County Council members raise the issue on behalf of the PC. In March 2021 
the PC even advised NYCC that the PC would carry out the work and bill NYCC, to which NYCC vigorously objected. 
As I write this, we have just received a message from NYCC asking if the PC can supply details of a local supplier, 
who could supply replacement railings as they cannot find a supplier themselves – this is something that the PC 
had suggested over a year ago! We will continue to harass NYCC until these issues are resolved.  
• The Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) was continuously deployed throughout the year at the 3 sites in the village 
(Little Crakehall, Crakehall Green and Hackforth Road). Data collected by the VAS shows that although speeding 
remains an issue the percentage of vehicles that speed through Crakehall is on average less than 5% at Crakehall 
Green and 6% at Little Crakehall. The percentage of vehicles speeding increased during the 1st lockdown (March – 
May 2020) when with less traffic the figures were 7% at Crakehall Green and 14% at Little Crakehall. The data 
collected from the VAS sign is reported regularly at the PC bi-monthly meetings.  
• Data from the VAS is also passed on to NY Police who continue to take speeding concerns through Crakehall 
seriously. NY Police continued surveillance at three sites in the village by radar van and motorcycle patrols. During 
2020 they made 37 visits to Crakehall recording 767 speeding offences, an average of 20.7 per visit. Pleasingly this 
was a reduction from the 820 speeding offences recorded in 29 visits made in 2019, which was an average of 28.3 



per visit. Hopefully this trend will continue and we will continue to liaise with NY Police to encourage further 
speeding enforcement in the village.  
• We are aware of road safety concerns of parents in the village, particularly in Little Crakehall, whose children 
have to cross the A684 on their way to school. In November 2020 we applied, with the support of the school, to 
NY Highways for a 20mph zone on the A684 from the existing Playground sign near the bridge in Little Crakehall 
to just past the school in Great Crakehall. Unfortunately, this proposal was rejected by NY Highways who have 
also previously rejected a proposal for a pelican crossing close to the A684 junction with Hackforth Road. We also 
researched the possibility for a lollipop person but discovered that the pupil numbers and volume of vehicle 
movements do not meet the required criteria to even make an application.  
• Lastly on the subject of road safety we made an application to the AJ1 Project Road Safety Fund for funds for an 
additional post to provide a fourth location for the Vehicle Activated Sign, four extra-large 30 mph signs to be 
placed at either end of Crakehall on the A684 and twenty five 30 mph Wheely Bin Slow Down Speed Awareness 
Stickers to be deployed on Wheely Bins in Little Crakehall. Unfortunately, our bid for these funds was 
unsuccessful.  
• Following the resignation of Councillor Holt who has moved away from the village and after advertising the 
position, Jess Mallinson was co-opted onto the Parish Council in September 2020. We welcome Jess to the Parish 
Council and look forward to her input as the youngest member of the PC.  
• The www.crakehall.org.uk website was updated to comply with current accessibility requirements and is a great 
improvement on the old website. Our thanks to Cobalt Computing who completed the work in a highly efficient 
and timely manner.  
• Inspection of the Old Chapel in the cemetery revealed that minor repairs were required. A broken pane in the 
leaded windows was repaired and a contractor appointed to undertake some work to the roof and guttering to 
make the building completely weatherproof. A decision remains to be made regarding the future purpose of the 
building and one suggestion is that it could be used to house a ‘History of Crakehall and Langthorne’ exhibition. 
Support for this or other suggestions from parishioners is most welcome.  
• Farm and Land Services continued to do an excellent job in cutting grass in the village and therefore their 
contract was rolled over for a further year.  
 
Turning to the Parish Council’s financial position, following significant expenditures on village maintenance in the 
preceding years, expenditures this year have been quite low, primarily due to the COVID-19 situation. The council 
has therefore succeeded in maintaining a contingency of £10,000 in its general reserves which is in line with 
national guidelines. This means that routine expenditure and maintenance can be covered by the precept as usual 
with the contingency reserved for non-routine and special / emergency projects.  
 
I would just like to acknowledge the (generally unsung) work of members of our community who help keep the 
village as one of the best kept villages in the Lower Dales:  
- Fellow Councillors and in particular our clerk, Chris McGee, without whose sterling efforts the Parish Council 
would not function. Whilst we acknowledge that we cannot please all of the people all of the time, we endeavour 
to do our best and act in what we believe is the best interests of our villages.  
- Paul Exelby who initiated the idea of the ‘Crakehall Book Swap’ and provided the signage for this in the bus 
shelters in Great and Little Crakehall. Judging by the number of books available in the shelters this has been a 
great success.  
- Barry Morris who refurbished and painted all the public benches in the village during the lockdown (there are 
more than you may think).  
- Paul Kind who continues to maintain the wild flower area on The Batts and many other odd jobs.  
- Myra Shields who undertakes the administration associated with our cemetery and much more besides 
including COVID-10 support.  



- Malcolm and Kay Dennis who, amongst other things, look after the planters attached to various railings and 
lamp posts throughout the village.  
- Peter Stirke who cuts grass in Langthorne.  
 
Apologies in advance for anyone that I have forgotten to mention!  
 
Finally, this was my first year as Chairman of the Parish Council, having taken over from John Wilson in May 2020 
and due to the current circumstances have yet to conduct a Parish Council meeting in person and not via Zoom! 
Unfortunately, John was slightly optimistic in May 2020 when he hoped that, by May 2021, we would be enjoying 
some sort of normality in our day to day lives, but with the success of the vaccine rollout and all being well maybe 
by May 2022 we will have returned to a more full ‘normality’. Thank you and may you all keep safe during 2021 / 
2022.  
 
David Shaw (Chairman, Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council) 


